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COVERT HUMAN INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND 
THE REGULATION OF INVESTIGATORY POWERS 

ACT 2000 

Do you propose to use a Covert Human 
Intelligence source? 

Proceed 

Will you use someone who will establish or 
maintain a personal or other relationship with 
another person for covert purposes? 

Proceed 

NO 

NO 

ie use that relationship 

• to obtain information or 

• provide access to 
information to another? 

NOT SURE 

YES/POSSIBLY 

Or to disclose information 
obtained by using that 
relationship 

Proceed NO NO 

Is the relationship conducted in a manner 
calculated to ensure that the other person is 
unaware of its covert purpose or covert use or 
disclosure of that information? 

YES 

Seek formal authorisation of use of the covert 
source 

YES 

YES 

Can you show the use of the source is necessary 
on the stated ground (ie. preventing/detecting a 
specified crime? 

Seek legal 
advice 

NO 

Can you show that the use is a proportionate 
response in all the circumstances? 

NO 

Can you show that arrangements exist to 
properly manage the source's case in 
accordance with the statutory requirements? 

YES 

YES 

Proceed NO 

Seek legal 
advice 

YES 

Seek Judicial Approval 

Make 
arrangements or 
seek legal advice 

NO 


